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PANDIT OMPRAKASH SHARMA

Pandit Omprakash Sharma is a writer, director and music composer of
Maach plays of "Ustad Kaluram Maach Akhada", a renowned tradition of the
legacy of folk play Maach in the city of Ujjain. Maach is folk dance drama of
Malwa region in Madhya Pradesh. These Maach plays popularly known as khel
have been revived and preserved by Pandit Sharma through his creative
writings, musical compositions and performances.

2. Born on 1% January, 1938 in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, Pandit Sharma is
carrying forward the rich legacy of his grandfather, the renowned Maach guru
Ustad Kaluramji Pandit Sharma's creative genius is reflected through his music.
Blessed by the unique gift of classical singing and music creation, Shri Sharma
received the training of classical music at very tender age from his father Late
Shaligram ji Sharma. He has contributed significantly to films, folk theatre and
classical music and has been involved in reviving the tradition of folk drama
Maach through his creative writings, performances and workshops. He has been
conducting workshops on Maach at renowned centers of art like National School
of Drama. New Delhi, Sangeet Natak Academy, New Delhi, Bharat Bhavan,
Bhopal. He has been instrumental in inspiring thousands of young talents in the
field of folk drama. Pandit Sharma has been equally instrumental in promoting
Sanskrit Theatre through translation and music composition.

3. Pandit Sharma prepared musical notations of Rangats of 85 Maach plays,
which have been preserved in Adiwasi Lok Kala Parishad, Bhopal. He has
translated Sanskrit dramas into Hindi films. His association with legendary
musicians, composers like B.V. Karant, Dr. Premlata Sharma, Dr. Tripathi,
Professor Shrinivas Rath, M.K. Raina, Braj Mohan Shah, Bansi Kaul and Dr.
Prabhat Kumar Bhattacharya has earned him prestigious national and state
awards. Pandit Sharma's flawless service to Sanskrit theatre, regional theatre,
classical music has earned him reputation of Ustad or maestro in his field.

4. Pandit Sharma was honoured with Sangeet Natak Academy Award by the
Government of India in 2006-07. The State Government of Madhya Pradesh has
felicitated him with the prestigious Shikhar Samman in 2009-10 and Rastriya
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